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The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle Map: Google Earth and 1,000-year-old Texts

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle Map in its current stage plots each location mentioned in the tenth-century annals of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles onto a map in Google Earth. Thus far the map charts sites from annals exclusive to any version of the Chronicle, displaying the regional and temporal privileging of each. This project is part of a larger endeavor to incorporate all mentioned places in each variant into a searchable, layered map/website. 
The evolution of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is notoriously difficult to discern, but perhaps visualizing its texts on a map will help us see new connections among them in what Franco Moretti might call a “diagram of forces.”

Yet even at this stage, the map is more than a diagram. Google Earth visually contextualizes the Chronicle’s events; zooming the viewers to particular locations and offering related hyperlinks, the map creates living memories for sites that usually don't have any registers for modern readers. 

The Chronicle Map’s practical uses range from referential index of place-names to digital compilation of the Chronicle’s texts; from battle-field map to paleography app.
Creating a space for non-specialists to visually explore the chronicles and their content, especially in relationship to one another, will improve their accessibility and bring the texts into medievalists’ mainstream discourse. 

The process of discovering, learning, and developing software tools revealed the many obstacles to acquiring digital literacy in a humanities department. This presentation will highlight Google Earth’s capabilities and limitations while stressing the promise of an increasingly text-centered approach to Digital Humanities. Ultimately, the map should foster keener interest in the Chronicle, provide better access to Anglo-Saxon prose, and create more navigable entry to digital scholarship for any humanist not wary of putting time in its place.
