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Mapping a Medieval Career: Jean Gerson, Joan of Arc and the Power of Data Visualization 

My current project uses digital humanities technologies to model, map, and present the career choices and decisions of Jean Gerson. Gerson became the chancellor of the University of Paris in 1395; he influenced a number of church councils treating the catastrophic Papal Schism; he sought to heal disputes within the family of the French kings; and he played a key part in the failed defense of Joan of Arc. The complexities of Gerson’s multifaceted career are so intricate that traditional historical methodologies seem insufficient. The usual approach to Gerson and other historical personages – a review of the literature, a reading of primary sources, and a standalone research paper with a linear narrative arc – cannot accurately penetrate the depth of layered and intersecting relationships and influences. My project applies digital imaging software rooted in Java Script, including, R and Gephi, to execute the data visualizations. I am inspired in this work by the data visualization techniques of David McCandless and Manuel Lima.
The new media techniques I wish to present, including, interactive visual maps, network graphs and illustrated timelines, can usefully augment traditional medieval historical methods in two ways. First, they serve as analytical tools useful in uncovering information in a visual way that is difficult to appreciate by other means. Second, they serve as excellent presentation devices, offering clear and immediate representations of data that might otherwise take several pages of writing to make clear to a reader. The goal of this cross-disciplinary project is to intertwine my interest in Jean Gerson with new media technologies to represent history through a visual lens. 

I believe my work will be applicable to the broad audience of the New Media & Middle Ages conference. My extensive background in media and history has accelerated my studies; my diagrammatic C.V. can be viewed by clicking here.
