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This paper analyzes a complex multimedia devotional tool from fourteenth-century Italy made by the famous Trecento painter, Tommaso da Modena.  The 18-inch-high reliquary panel features a framework of gilded wood, painted imagery, marble insets, transparent glass, gilded glass, visible relic fragments, and hand-written identifying labels called authentics.  It is certainly not unusual to find a wide variety of materials used in a single reliquary; many medieval reliquaries incorporate a wide range of gemstones, crystals, cameos, precious metals, enamels, and relief sculptures.  Tommaso da Modena’s reliquary, however, is different from these earlier works for several important reasons.  
Firstly, he incorporates new technologies and techniques.  The production of both transparent glass and gilded glass with inscribed imagery, or verre églomisé, was relatively new in the fourteenth century.  Both types of glass could have resonated with religious symbolism, particularly passages from the Bible describing Heavenly Jerusalem.  They also produced striking visual effects capable of inspiring the viewer’s devotional mindset.  Secondly, Tommaso’s reliquary presents a series of saintly portraits and holy narratives that appear to be in direct dialog with one another despite their different media.  The images are arranged in concentric borders and all feature a similar level of detailing and naturalism.  I suggest that when a medieval Christian viewed the various images, their different media enhanced their relationships to one another and added to the devotional efficacy of the work.  
By conducting a detailed formal analysis of the reliquary panel and contextualizing it within contemporary devotional practice—specifically a meditative exercise outlined in Ugo Panciera’s Treatise on Perfection—it is possible to see how a reliquary that incorporated various types of media could help one transcend their thoughts from the material world to the immaterial one. 
