Lesson Plan for Chaucer and Plagiarism
Jennifer Alberghini, Queens College, English 110
Lesson objective(s): To learn about plagiarism
Total estimated time: 110 min. 
Additional outcome(s): To have fun with Chaucer
Course work or assignment underway: Paper # 1 Toulmin model argument
Work and/or reading completed before class: 
Sequence of Classroom Activities: 
Why are we doing MLA format and poetry in the same week? (5 min)
Explain how ideas of authorship have changed over the years (brief mention of plagiarism) (10 min) 

Marshall At end "stories articulated a celebration of individuality that intersected with the ideologies of the self that had been advancing since the renaissance" (Marshall 317)

"anonymous attribution had been standard in the eighteenth century" (318)

I want to problematize that notion a little bit—these things were changing well before Marshall mentions it, at least in Chaucer’s time, which was the 14th century

Plagiarism was also around, though treated differently Arnaut Daniel story

According to Rebecca Moore Howard, “Widespread dissemination of texts gave rise to the possibility of making a living as a writer…From these economic conditions arose copyright law, beginning in England with the 1710 Statute of Anne and in the U.S. with Congressional legislation in 1790” (790).
Aphra Behn 17th century 

Prior to that, like with Sir Philip Sidney, some of them didn’t even want their works published—Ben Johnson, a contemporary of Shakespeare’s was mocked for publishing his Works

So yes, things were different, the major being that now laws are in place to protect the rights of authors. (5 min)
And it does have public (Bring up Ashma’s ghostwriting) (why is ghostwriting okay?)

Consequences at school—what are they? Show their handbook (pdf)

And legal consequences https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6MGfOMcCnM
and now when we think about how the Internet has enabled us to collaborate more easily and bring different sources together, we are in some ways returning to the medieval way of it takes a village to write a book and to see how Chaucer’s use of sources has any bearing on our own
So to do so, I want to recreate his process, which could, arguably, be considered committing plagiarism (and we’ll come back to the question of is it or isn’t it)
Look at the second page  the first full paragraph—have one read (5 min) 
“I will now sing, if I am able, of the arms and the man also, who, fugitive from Troy, first came by his fate into Italy to the Lavinian shore with great suffering” (Chaucer 150). “I wol now synge, yif I kan, /The arms and also the man” (HF.143-4). 
Look at footnote
Note the quotation marks are editorial—Chaucer didn’t really use punctuation the way we do; it wasn’t standardized then

But so thanks to the footnote and possibly prior knowledge—these lines would probably be famous to a medieval reader—we can actually look it up, so let’s do that (5 min) 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.02.0055
What’s the problem here? Can you understand it? 
So let’s pretend Chaucer was writing this now—what could he do? 

https://translate.google.com/
What do we think? Good translation? Anything missing? [No man] And how can someone be “the first Italy”

Google translate is not a good translation too, I do not recommend using it 

Translation is an art, it’s difficult. So let’s look at some actual translators—one more recent, one a couple hundred years after Chaucer does it seem closer? 

Yes and no—so it’s not a verbatim translation, is it? (5 min)
This “if I am able” or “yif I kan” in the original Middle English what does it do to it? 

(Possibly shows Chaucer’s doubts about competing with Virgil)

It also enables rhyme

How does Chaucer refer to this passage? He doesn’t use quotation marks, so the only way he can show it’s someone else’s is in his words, right? Does he “where was written” 

So it’s something readable—was the Aeneid actually written on a wall? No, it’s just a dream, they did have books

Look at Dido’s speech—have one of them read it (5 min) 
Now find the passage in the Aeneid Book 4 end (630) (Give them a 5 min. limit)

Have they found it? Maybe? Does it seem very close? (5 min)
Why might that be? Look at top right column page 3 What is his purpose in giving those? How does that compare to our modern citation system? (It’s not just about plagiarism)

Ovid Epistle Heroides he has a second source http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%1999.02.0085%3Apoem%3D7 
Look that up Dido to Aeneas and do same (5 min) Anything? What’s her focus in that? What’s Chaucer’s focus? 
So what can we glean from this? How does Chaucer use his sources? So what do we think? Is he a plagiarizer? Why or why not? (10 min)
Points to cover: just germs of ideas, he gives credit and recommends us to read the original and most of his words and phrases are original

This is a different genre not an academic essay 

But a similar principle applies: Chaucer is using for the most part his own work, what he actually uses from the original is pretty sparing

He does the opposite of what often happens for us—he claims, oh, this is Virgil, this is Ovid, when he’s actually giving original work Why does he do this? Medieval authority

Often in student papers, the writer claims this is mine, when in fact they are just rehashing what the original author said—and that, even if the author’s name is somewhere on the page, it’s still not good

Summary is most often the trap where this happens, which is why I want you to use it sparingly

But it is hard to do correctly, and that’s also why Chaucer is useful 
Explain about medieval memory—don’t we wish we had it?

But it is a good exercise to try to simulate for summary because often when summarizing we depend too much on what’s on the page, which often leads to a very long summary and also could lead to accidental plagiarism (5 min)
Look at OWL examples https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/976/1/ (5 min)

Put everything away 

Open a discussion on the wiki page and make sure that their cursor is in the box so they can type [it’s okay if they have a few random words as a test]

Turn off the computer screen.

In only 3-5 sentences, write a summary of Book I of the House of Fame. (10 min)
When I say so, turn it back on. Now look at what they wrote and look at the original—is there anything that seems exactly like what Chaucer wrote? Put it in quotation marks and use it as a direct quotation—we will work on paraphrasing next time. Put a citation at the end (Chaucer Book I). Proofread it for errors and submit. (5 min)
Test. The House of Fame begins discussing the theory of dreams. Then the narrator falls asleep and has a dream himself. He dreams he is in a Temple where he sees a mural depicting Virgil's Aeneid, including the death of Dido. Chaucer the narrator seems to really sympathize with Dido. After he leaves the temple, he sees a golden eagle, and this is where Book I ends.

Look them over as a group and have some read them aloud. (10 min) This is a fairly long summary—for their actual papers, I want even less, because I can just go and read the articles themselves. 

10 min for spontaneity  

Reflection on the lesson’s success or alternative approaches: 
